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I ntroduction

To put it bluntly, New Testament introductions annlveys are a dime a dozen have been for
quite some time One wonders what might persuade a publisher wleadyr publishes a rath
popular and useful NT intrim Carson & Moo’s voluméo put another one out just a few ye
later. What sets this particular in/survey apart from the rest and what makes it wouthtime,
attention, and hard earned mor It's no secret that for the past few years Zondetvas bee
publishing some of the most exquisite books in teohaesthetic appe My introduction to
this publishing revolution came in 2006 when | firstt @ copy othe Archaeological Study
Bible. | thought to myself, “Wow Zondervan went all out in the production of thi®li Then
last year | was fortunate enough to receive a vewepy of Mark StraussFour Portraits, One
Jesuscourtesy of Chris Fann at Zondernn My amazement with the visual quality of tt
volume was just as highso by the time | ¢t The New Testament in Antiqt (hereafteNTA) it
was no great shock that it would be of graesthetic quality. This volume is beautift
throughout; from the tastefully reserved black lkaxér to the myriads « photographs,
maps, and charts that lirte page¢« Zondervan has done it again!

But the old adage remaitisie; you can’t judge a book by its coveBo what about the over:
quality of NTA? How useful a survey/introduction is | think that for its intended audien
(i.e., undergraduate&)s a very useful resourc We need to keep the authors’ four goals
mind when flipping through this volun They wanted a text that was: academic, acces:
contextual, and confessiondlsubmit that they’ve succeeded on all counts tiugdant that it's
this last goal that will throw many read« The authors say:

[W]e wanted avolume that is responsive to the confessional camanits of the
evangelical tradition. Too often academic treatmeafitthe New Testaments vie
faith commitments apasséWe wanted a scholarly text that treated the pag:



the New Testameras Scripture which has spoken to the church through the
centuries. (9)

| think it's rather refreshing to see this kind bbnesty from the beginning, and it's also
commendable that the authors haven’t thought ies&ary to check their faith at the door.
They're quite content to view the NT as divinelgpired Scripture recognizing thdsod is at
work in and through th[o]se chapters to bring liésd transformation to all who seek him
there.” (16)

Contents

The book contains 27 chapters with chapter 1 sgram an introduction to the volume itself,
describing its various features, the necessityttmlysthe ancient cultural backgrounds and
contexts of the NT, etc. Chapters 2-7 give alkhadt great background information that one
expects to find in such a survey, i.e., a brietdms of the periods leading up to the NT, the
worlds of Jesus and Paul, ancient non-Biblical sesiffor the life of Jesus, and some space in
chapter 5 is devoted to discussing literary antbhisal criticism of the Gospels as well as the
Synoptic problem and the authenticity of the Gasperhis section is littered with valuable
information to aid the budding scholar.

Chapters 8-26 address the NT books themselves fimduose cover issues of genre, date
and authorship, as well as pointing out significaattures of each book. Each chapter gives an
outline of the book(s) discussed and they highlidpet theological arguments of each book as
well. Certain books are broken down according amge pericopes, e.g., Luke is addressed
according to the following scheme:

« The Infancy Narrative (2:5 — 2:52)

« The Beginnings: John and Jesus (3:1 — 4:13)

« The Galilean Ministry (4:14 — 9:50)

« The Journey to Jerusalem (9:51 — 19:44)

« Jerusalem Ministry (19:45 — 21:38)

« The Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension olude@2:1 — 24:53)

The authors are careful to provide plenty of caltuand contextual information to help the
reader shake off the effects of their modern mitdse there’s never so much information that
you feel overloaded or burdened. Reference is ntadeonor/shame cultures, client/patron
relationships, collectivist societies, etc. Whiea subtitle says “A Survey of the New Testament
within Its Cultural Contexts” it means it. Fromwlsh law and custom to Greco-Roman
excesses, this survey covers it all.

Chapter 27 is on the preservation and communicaifothe NT. This chapter covers textual
criticism, the formation of the NT canon, and figdranslation, both past and present.

Features



The features such as the photographs, maps, chadsespecially sidebars are really the best
thing aboutNTA The photos are beautiful, plain and simple. ylieeall relevant to whatever
topic is under discussion and they help those whml better visually to really grab a hold of the
material. The charts are quite helpful as welld amaps, well, they’re maps, nothing overly
spectacular about those. But the sidebars arecameesThese are exactly the kind of pithy little
summaries and treatments of subjects that willyestick with a reader. | can only speak for
myself, but when | study or listen to someone tearhhave a tendency to summarize things in
my head as | go along. This way | can retain tiiermation easily without getting lost in all the
details. That's how I'd describe these sidebatsl also mention the end of chapter
bibliographies. These all contain an introductangl advanced list of material that will aid the
student in further study.

Errata

Dr. Rod Decker pointed ouia while back that on p. 16 bfTAthere is an image labeled P52 that
is not in fact P52. | later discovefethat it was P.Oxy. 52. Interestingly enough, ¢hir a
photo of P52 on p. 442 that is correctly labelddsse Hillman of Zondervan informed me that
this error will be corrected in subsequent editioAsid | was also informed by Andrew Rogers
before receiving my review copy that the back cawnesspelled Scot McKnight's last name and
that this was being corrected befdd€A hit the shelves for retail, so while my copy camsethis
misprint yours probably will not.

Complaints

| don’t have many complaints for this volume at &ne thing | would have liked to have seen
would be Luke-Acts treated together rather tharassply. | think it would have also been
helpful to structure the chapters according to boek outlines that they provide. | would
normally complain about the use of chapter endsbtg there aren’t a lot of notes at all, and the
ones that are there are mainly bibliographic, whitshin nicely by placing them after the end of
chapter bibliographies.

Recommendation

I'd recommend this volume to any undergrad or naigd layman looking for a good
survey/intro to the NT. 1 think it serves this @amte well; the grad or post-grad student would
largely be rehearsing things that they already krama in many places disagreeing with the
authors’ presentations (e.g., on the issues of datkauthorship). | think Pat McCullough’s
suggestiofiof usingNTAin conjunction with another (less conservative®ysy is a good one.

It never hurts to see what “the other side” is sgyabout the NT as well.

! http://ntresources.com/blog/?p=475
2 http://rdtwot.wordpress.com/2009/03/11/papyri-mip-
? http://patmccullough.com/2009/01/27/new-testaniesantiquity/



